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29. — The Resources of California, comprising Agriculture, Mining, 
Geography, Climate, Commerce, etc., etc., and the Past and Future 
Development of the State. By John S. Hittel. San Francisco : 
A. Homan & Co. 12mo. pp. 464. 

This book is much broader than its title. In addition to the re- 
sources of California, it gives a great deal of valuable information, 
geographical, statistical, historical, and social. In fine, the author evi- 
dently intended to meet, so far as was possible, at every point, the 
reasonable curiosity of the people of the Atlantic States as to the 
seeds of empire on the Pacific coast. The volume bears all the marks 
of accuracy, and in the several departments of natural history especially 
it gives technical names and precise measurements in connection with 
the utilitarian, commercial and officinal details that might seem rather 
to be the peculiar province of such a work. 



30. — Out-Door Papers. By Thomas Wentworth Higginson. 
Boston : Ticknor and Fields. 1863. 12mo. pp.370. 

All of these papers appeared for the first time in the Atlantic 
Monthly. They are both brilliant and wise, with a rare aptness and 
wealth of metaphor and illustration, with the marks of extended con- 
versance with books new and old, yet without a trace of bookishness 
or pedantry, with many touches of graceful humor, and with very few 
offences against taste. They relate chiefly to exercise, health, out-of- 
door sights and enjoyments, and the hygiene of the physico-intellectual 
life. They are specially attractive because they are themselves over- 
flowing with vitality, and in reading them we are conscious of the same 
feeling that it is sometimes our happiness to experience in the warm, 
strong hand-grasp and the round, clear, hearty voice of a man who has 
at the same time (how few have all three !) an athletic frame, an active 
mind, and a good conscience. 



31. — The New American Cyclopaedia : a Popular Dictionary of Gen- 
eral Knowledge. Edited by George Riplet and Charles A. 
Dana. Volume XVI. V — Zwirner. With a Supplement. New 
York: D. Appleton & Co. 1863. 8vo. pp.850. 

We have here the last volume of this great national work. In the 
thoroughness and accuracy exhibited by the test-articles in every 
department, in adaptation to easy and satisfying use, in the care taken 
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